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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-19, (canceled) 

20. (previously presented) A sysrem for validaung a panem for a lufting machine, the 
sysiem comprising: 

a paicem siorage unit adapted to store a panem; 

a machine data siorage unit adapted lo store operational characterisiics of 

a tufting machine; and 

a control unit adapted to receive said pattern from said pattern siorage 
unit, receive operational characierisiics of said tuftmg machine from said machine data storage 
unit, and determine whether said pattern may be implemented on said tufting machine based on 
said operational characteristics 

wherein said control umi is further adapted to determine a number of 
colors of a portion of said pattern, wherein said portion of said paiiem corresponds to at least one 
needle of said lufting machine, and 

wherein said control unit is funher adapted to determine whether said 
number of colors is greater than a predetermined number of colors associated with at least one 
needle of said tufting machine, 

21 . (currently amended) The system of claim 10 claim 20 , wherein said control unit 
is funher adapted to analyze at least one pixel of said portion of said pattern and enumerate at 
least one color of said at least one pixel. 

22. (currently amended) The system of €f^»4S claim 20 , funher comprising: 

a user interface adapted to receive user input firom a user and to provide 
said user input to said control unit. 

23. (previously presented) The system of claim 22. wherein said user input defines 
characteristics of said panem. 
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24. (currently amende4) The system of cloim 18 claim 20 . further comprising: 

a report data storage unit adapted to store repon data, wherein said repon 
data is generated by said control unit. 

25. (previously presented) The system of clairo 24, wherein said control unit is 
further adapted to provide said repon data to a user interface. 

26-39. (canceled) 
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